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General Regulations for Doctoral Studies 
(Al/gemeine Promotionsordnung, A-PO) 

General Regulations for Doctoral Studies for obtaining the academic degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy (Dr.phil.) with the subject specialization of art or design based on the 

Offenbach model at the Offenbach University of Art and Design, dated July 1, 2021. 
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Section 1: Doctoral degree and purpose of the doctorate 

(1) The Offenbach University of Art and Design awards the academic degree of Doctor of

Philosophy (Dr. phil.) in the two subject areas "Art" or "Design". For a purely theoretical

doctorate, reference is made to the theory doctorate regulations of the Offenbach

University of Art and Design dated July 1, 2021.

(2) The doctorate is proof of a specific academic qualification in the field of art or

design.

This proof is provided by:

Successful completion of the dissertation work 

The dissertation consists of an art or design project (one third) and an 

academic paper relating to the art or design project (two thirds). 

Presentation and oral defense of the dissertation 

Publication of the academic paper and a public presentation of the art or 

design work 

(3) The doctoral program is conducted jointly by the Departments of Art and Design. The

aim is to promote interdisciplinary and interdepartmental research.

Section 2: General provisions on the doctoral procedure 

The doctoral procedure is carried out in the following order: 

Registration of the candidate for the dissertation 

Initiation of the doctoral examination procedure 

Assessment of the academic art or design work 

Acceptance of the dissertation 

Presentation and oral defense 

Evaluation of the doctoral performance 

Publication of the dissertation 

Submission of the deposit copies 

Conferral of the academic degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

(Dr.phil.) 
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the candidate's own authorship is to be defined and only this is to be evaluated. The 

candidate's own part as specified is to be decisive for the acceptance. 

Section 8: Initiation of the doctoral examination procedure 

(1) The prerequisite for the initiation of the doctoral examination procedure shall be proof of

fulfillment of the admission requirements and submission of the dissertation in four bound 

copies (academic work including documentation of the art or design project) and also 

electronically as a PDF document.The application must be sent in writing to the chair of 

the Doctoral Committee, whereby the following documents must be submitted:

Curriculum vitae with details of professional and educational background 

Proof of eligibility requirements 

Statements on whether the candidate has already completed or applied for a 

doctorate 

List of scientific publications and art or design projects and exhibitions 

(2) A decision on the application to initiate the procedure shall be taken within four weeks of

receipt.

(3) The theses and the selected visual material will be sent to all members of the Doctoral

Committee together with the invitation to the meeting at least 14 days before the meeting

date.

(4) The dissertation will be made available for inspection by the invited group of persons 14

days before the meeting.

(5) The Doctoral Committee shall decide on the initiation of the procedure if the admission

requirements are fulfilled.

(6) lf the procedure is not initiated, the applicant shall be informed of the decision in writing,

with reasons given for the decision and instructions provided on how to appeal. In this

case, a copy of the dissertation with the comments or minutes remains in the files of

the doctoral committee. The dissertation can be withdrawn by the candidate before the

first assessment is available, for which the request should be submitted in writing to the

chair of the doctoral committee. The procedure shall then be dealt with as if no

application was submitted to initiate the procedure.
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